
I) Do you think the following statements are true or false?  

· Cecily is in love with an imaginary lover.

· Lady Bracknell is not looking for a rich husband for her daughter

· Gwendolen will only marry a man whose name is Ernest

· Algernon falls in love with Cecily at first sight

· Jack is not interested in Gwendolen’s social position

· Miss Prism and Dr Chasuble have been in love for a very long-time

· Many of the play’s characters are pretending to be something they are not.  We could say the play is a social satire of the hypocrisy of Victorian society and its values.

II) Imagine you are Merriman (Jack’s butler) :
Your job means that you can observe the other characters in many different situations.  

Underline the adjectives you would choose to describe the “real” characters behind the mask of politeness of the following characters :
Lady Bracknell    Polite; greedy; rude; bossy; arrogant; intelligent; kind; selfish;
Algernon       Thoughtful; handsome; lazy; spoiled; generous; good-tempered; impulsive; selfish
Jack           Rich; honest; deceitful; impatient; intelligent; friendly; polite; kind
Gwendolen   Cold; beautiful; witty; spoiled; cruel; generous; selfish; intelligent
Cecily     Naïve; patient; intelligent; honest; frank; generous; happy; tactless

What is considered good manners in your family/amongst your friends/at school?

Write a list of (spoken or unspoken) rules of behaviour and etiquette for each of these places?

Are the lists very different? Why?

III) Marriage 

♠In Scene 1, Lady Bracknell “interviews” Jack to decide if he will be a suitable husband for her daughter Gwendolen.

· Write a dialogue between a parent and prospective son/daughter-in-law today.  

· What questions will the parent ask?  

♠Parents should have a role in choosing a husband or wife for their children.  

For and against! 

♠Who is your Ernest?
- What qualities do you look for in an ideal man/woman?  

- Are the following issues important to you or not?  

Appearance                Income

social background

personality

Age

nationality

religion

name

Can you explain why?

♠ Discuss  the following statement: “ Can money bring happiness?”
