 CANING : in the headmaster’s office. ( ATELIER CORREZE) 

( Dans cette scène, le travail sur les modaux et le passif n’est qu’un rebrassage de points  déjà vus ; on introduit encore une fois en jalon : Present perfect + FOR , déjà vu  - sans commentaires -  dans la scène ‘At the paper-shop’ quand Billy dit : ‘ I haven’t been nicking for ages’  ; ce point sera  vraiment travaillé dans la scène suiv
ante.) 

1) VISIONNER SANS LE SON (couper avant le châtiment corporel) : il semblerait bien que sans le son, on puisse déjà mettre en place beaucoup de points … ! ! ! 

_ What about the headmaster ? How does he look ? 


bad-tempered / he is, must be in a terrible mood  (tant qu’on ne l’entend pas)



It is highly probable

Angry / furious / cross / upset / looks very bossy

_ Why are the kids in his office ? 

- 3 belong to the « smokers’ union » :have been caught smoking / were caught smoking yesterday

- Billy has just been caught falling asleep  / He fell ( has fallen) asleep during the morning assembly.

- The boy : some teacher wanted him to deliver a message to the headmaster

Now remember the boy’s problem ?   

The other boys have just given him their cigarettes ;  so, his situation is a bit tricky ! 

He would like to run back to his class / He doesn’t want to be punished / He’s not guilty whereas the others are.

Well, Billy’s not guilty either ! 

_ What about RULES ? 

They mustn’t smoke / smoking is forbidden


They have disobeyed / they haven’t followed the rules / respected the rules.


You’re not supposed to sleep during morning assembly 

- So, imagine …  what about the headmaster’s speech ?  

(Well,  I suppose) the headmaster must be reproaching them with smoking, being bad boys. (  He certainly  reproaches them with never respecting the rules ) He must be blaming Billy for falling asleep.

-What wasn’t Billy supposed to do ? 

He shouldn’t have fallen asleep . ( = davantage  niveau Seconde ! mais why not si T.B. 3ème ?) 
- Consequences : imagine ! 

What may / might / could  happen to them ?


They may be excluded / expelled / sent away / sent back home (passage passif / actif : he may exclude them )


They may get  a 3 hours’ detention


They may be given extra homework.


The headmaster may phone their parents <-> Their parents may be called


He may write to  their parents

COMPARE THE HEADMASTER / BOYS

 Who does the talking ? 

- the headmaster keeps talking , does all the talking

- he never allows them to speak / He never lets them speak

What about  the little boy ? What about Billy ?


So the  little boy can’t do what he is supposed to do ; he must be seen as a victim of an unfair and blind authority and so must Billy ( The headmaster is unable to understand Billy’s problems : he can’t be bothered ! )

IMAGINE : what does he say ? What does he tell them ? ( A tenter … mais … ? ? ) 

BOYS’ ATTITUDE 

- at first they looked impressed / anxious / worried / frightened / scared

· then they burst out laughing / they giggle / they can’t help laughing


Why ?  

the headmaster certainly said … // He  must have said something funny or ridiculous / stupid
- Because his speech is boring

- They must be used to his long boring, inefficient  speeches (the same old story again)

 - They are fed up with him : they’ve had enough ! 

- They no longer care about his so-called moral lessons

2) VISIONNER le  caning (toujours sans son)

_ what do you think about it ?


unfair / terrible


It must hurt /  be dreadful / terrible/ awful 


It is revolting / disgusting / unbearable

3) VISIONNER  la même scène AVEC LE SON : the headmaster’s speech ! 

Proposer un ‘FILL IN THE BLANKS’ : les mots à retrouver par les élèves doivent être soigneusement choisis afin de valoriser leur  travail d’écoute et concentration ; ils pourront aussi être choisis en fonction du niveau de la classe. 

You lot inside !

Same old faces !

Same old faces ! 

10 years this school’s been opened and 10 years have we seen after every assembly our line of boys here and the same old faces ! 

Don’t interrupt and close the door !

I’ve taught in this city for over 30 years , I’ve taught some of your parents, your father MacDowell. Some schools in this city …

Before they built this fine estate, this wonderful school. Things are no better now than they were then. I just can’t understand this generation. I thought I knew something about young people. I should be able to, you know, with my experience. But with you, no, it just seems a complete waste of money, and waste of time. And it’s a waste of time talking to you now.

You never listen.

Yours is a generation that never listens. Cause we can never tell you anything.

You’re  sophisticated ones. With all your music, and your gear. But, you know, it’s superficial. It’s a sheen and there’s nothing solid, worthwhile underneath. Why do I know this ? Why do I know there’s been no advance in discipline, or decency, or morals, or manners ? Why do I know it ? Because I still have to use this every day.

COMMENTAIRES de la SCENE : suggestions ! 

- O.K. forget about the smokers. What do you think about the headmaster’s attitude ? 

- Does he know anything about Billy’s life ? Does he know why Billy is used to falling  asleep ?

-  the headmaster’s speech is not efficient / is stereotyped / cold / inefficient

-  he does nothing to understand the pupils . he stands for blind authority. He’s completely out of touch with the boys, unable to understand them ; he’s a failure : that’s why they make fun of him // they can’t feel any respect for him ! 

-  he’s had the same speech for 30 years / He’s kept repeating the same things for 30 years

-  the only thing he can do is « cane » ( He does nothing but cane // he can do nothing but cane) 

- he is very unfair : the younger boy underlines the unjustice ( K. LOACh’s deliberate choice to make us see school doesn’t mean hope  … = the film director’s intentions and how he achieves his goal) 

- scapegoats / Billy is to be seen as a victim once again. ( + the little boy )

 Puis visionner la suite  jusqu’à l’entrée dans la classe pour voir l’attitude plus souple ‘and certainly more understanding ‘  du  English teacher (Mr Farthing ) – Nouvelle scène à exploiter =  photocopies données du travail proposé par C. Estines et C. Brugière) 

CULTUREL : possibilité de travailler sur une page de civilisation sur système scolaire anglais.

