“The Longest Day”    Darryl  ZANUCK  1961

· Noms propres des lieux à relever et à placer ensuite sur une carte

· Passages encadrés = exercices



Chapter 1 :  Introduction

· … ___  3 dots and a dash     = 

· V in Morse code for Victory 

· opening tunes of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony

· Winston Churchill used to make the V-sign with two of his fingers

· French broadcasting “Radio Londres” on BBC used to start with these sounds

· a helmet on a beach

· music: sort of military march

· Introducing of some of the main characters and places:

1. Field Marshal von Rundstedt: Commander in Chief OB West

2. Janine Boitard:  French Resistance at Caen
3. St. Mère Eglise:

· Alexandre Renaud its Mayor

· Père Louis Roulland

4. Major Werner Pluskat: 352nd Coast Artillery Division and his German shepherd dog

5. Field Marshal Erwin Rommel:  “ The first twenty-four hours of the Invasion will be decisive. For the Allies as well as the Germans, it will be the longest day. ”
Title + Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony

Exercises

Chapter 2

1. Introducing the German side:

a. Nazi flag

b. Headquarters (HQ) German Command France

c. General Günther Blumentritt  (actor Curd Jurgens)

d. Oberst Helmut Meyer is listening to “Radio Londres”.  Frenchmen speaking to their countrymen.

« Ici Londres. Les français parlent aux français. 


Les sanglots longs des violons de l’automne ……


Blesse mon cœur d’une langueur monotone »

· These are lines from the French poet Verlaine ; the second verse means that the Invasion will take place in twenty-four hours.  Ce qui rappelle ce que Rommel vient de dire; modal WILL

· The weather:  worst Channel storm in twenty years

  Exercices

Chapter 3

2. Introducing the Allies’ side:

a. Screen:  England  one of 1108 Allied camps
b. Weather: wind + rain

c. In the background we notice a harbour, which must be Portsmouth, in the south of England

             (  The Americans:
          Exercices
MP (standing for Military Police) – jeeps  -  accent  -  yeah  -  dollars = bucks  -  chewing-gum  -  actors:

· John Wayne as Lt. Colonel Vandervoort, called Van; from US 82nd Airborne Division

   Chapter 6:


Later on with his General James Gavin; their mission is to take Sainte Mère Eglise.                     
“Sometimes I wonder which side God is on.”

Chapter 4

· Robert Mitchum as General Norman Cota, from US 29th Division  (Infantry)

“Go, weather or no weather.”

Chapter 5

· The British:  

· Flight Officer David Campbell  (actor Richard Burton); Fighter Pilot  RAF (Royal Air Force); one of his comrades died when jumping over the Channel; he jumped all right, but his parachute didn’t open.

Chapter 7

· Group Captain J.N. Stagg, RAF meteorological Service, phoning Southwick House, Eisenhower’s HQ.

· The Germans:          Exercices  

· General Wolfgang Hager’s HQ of the German Luftwaffe, phoning to the only 2 pilots left in the area; decides to stay in his office.

Chapter 8              (superlatives)

· Rommel leaving his HQ in a French castle for Germany, because of his wife’s birthday on June 6th, and who he bought a pair of shoes in Paris for ….

· General Erich Marcks, Commander of 84th Arméekorps, walking with a stick, going to Rennes for war games with other generals.

He shows on a map the 2 possible invasion plans: either the shortest by crossing the Strait of Dover (Pas de Calais) or the longest by crossing the Channel from Portsmouth to Normandy. He’s in favour of the longest, but thinks Eisenhower won’t take the risk.

	                                                       Chapter 9

       Eisenhower at his HQ at Southwick House; first asking about the weather conditions, which

are supposed to improve; then asking “postpone again or go ?”

In favour of going:

a. Men have been waiting already for too long

b. Next good conditions of moon and tides: in July ….

“ Gentlemen, I don’t see how we can possibly do anything else but go.”

There’s no music during this most decisive moment; then, after a silence, orders are given by phone to all troops involved: air, land and sea.

Each time the phone ringing interrupts silence.

a. American 82nd Airborne Division  (Lt. Colonel Vandervoort  /  John Wayne)

b. American Infantry  (General Norman Cota  /  Robert Mitchum)

c. Lord Lovat from the British Special Service Brigade: “Gentlemen, the day we’ve been waiting for, has arrived. Invasion, we’re on our way.”
General Raymond Barton, from the American Navy.


Chapter 10:  Last recommendations        exercices

· Rupert: a dummy parachutist, made of rubber, looking like a soldier in the dark, that explodes when hitting the ground, to deceive and divert the Germans.

· The American crickets.

	Chapter 10:  Last recommendations 
A.  Ruperts:  

· What ?   a dummy parachutist
· What made of ?    rubber
· What for ?    to deceive and divert the Germans
B.  Listening Activity


Lt. Colonel Vandervoort (John Wayne) speaking to his men of the US 82nd Airborne Division before boarding their plane towards St Mère Eglise

· 2 comparatifs d’égalité 
 as  …  as
· MODALS:    Can  -  May   -  Must    
· Passive voice
· Compound adjective     five-cent
· IF conditional
· Am. English  gonna
_   an officer:  “ The crickets have been distributed. ”

_  Vandervoort: 

“ So I heard.


To his men:  At ease. You’re as ready as we can make you. This five-cent toy wasn’t issued to you for laughs. It may save your life. You’re gonna be landing in the dark. On the other side of that hedgerow, the fellow may not be wearing the same uniform you are. So, one click is to be answered by two clicks. And if you don’t get that answering click, hit the dirt and open fire. I repeat: one click must be answered by two clicks.

Now, hang on this gimmick ( = gadget). It’s as important as your weapon. Do you read me ?”

_  a soldier:  “ Loud and clear, Sir. ”

_  Vandervoort:
  “ All right, one more thing: your assignment tonight is strategic. You can’t give the enemy a break. 

Send them to hell. That’s all. ”




	Chapter 11          “Radio Londres”

· Frozen frame:   describe

· On the left there’s a radio-set; we can hear  … ___ , which means “Radio Londres”, the French broadcasting from the BBC in London is on the air.

· A man, his face hidden by a newspaper, is reading.

· In the background on the left-hand side, a woman seems to be preparing a meal in a kitchen.



· Alphonse Lenaux  (actor Bourvil)

· Mayor of Colleville sur Orne
· Member of the French Resistance

On hearing the message “ John has a long moustache ” (Jean a un long moustache), he’s so disturbed that, before leaving, he hides the radio-set in a cupboard without switching it off. 

· Other members of the French Resistance are listening to Radio Londres:

The woman we’ve already seen helping her comrades in an awkward situation (they were hidden under a load of hay), is now bandaging someone’s arm; someone who doesn’t understand French.

Her comrades jump up on hearing Verlaine’s second verse; they take their rifles and leave the cellar; the only thing we hear about is a bridge.

· But the Germans have heard Verlaine’s second verse too.

However, General von Salmuth of 15th Army, is too busy playing cards to be disturbed and the only thing he does is having 15th Army put in full alert. 

	Chapter 12 :  Almost there …

(  faire assez vite jusqu’à l’anniversaire et sans s’occuper du passage entre l’américain sur le bateau et

      l’allemand dans le village

· Comment who watches what, what sounds we can hear and what they say

nationality

place

watching what 

sounds

sentence to be completed

1

American

On a ship

All sorts of ships: battlewagons – cruisers – destroyers –

minesweepers – assault crafts: all dots on the radar screen
Music composed 

by Paul Anka

“The biggest

armada the

world has ever

known.”
2

German

In a French

Village

The sky above with his binoculars

Churchbell

Planes flying over

X

· A birthday party for the German General Erich Marcks, the man with a stick, at his HQ at St. Lo.

They’re cutting the birthday cake while we can hear  …  ___ , and immediately after that a picture of again the sky full of planes and one plane making the “3 dots and a dash” sign, as an American soldier, on a ship below, explains to his comrade, reminding him at the same time of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony.




(  laisser dérouler, tout en rappelant qu’on sent la tension monter par le rappel musical, et que chaque fois les différentes parties, allemandes et alliées, sont présentées, et souvent dans des actions de tous les jours, anodines, comme le gâteau d’anniversaire ou le soldat dont la femme veut divorcer. 

	Chapter 13  « The Orne Bridge »

· Passage important :  (à mon avis, on doit envisager de passer devant)   

· Modals :  can  -  must  -  will

· Exercices :  à évaluer

1. Compréhension globale du début jusqu’au grand affichage sur l’écran : 

Who ? where ? what for ? when ? 

2. Copier l’écran

3. Listening activity : le speech à John Howard par son supérieur. 

4. Les moments clé de l’assaut à placer en ordre chronologique
1.   A picture of huge planes, carrying singing parachutists from the British 6th Airborne

      Infantry led by Major John Howard. We understand they’re in gliders, drawn by planes.

2.  Screen:  Normandy British Glider assault Orne River  00.11 hours

3. Major Howard can still hear his superior’s last words: 

“ Major Howard, I cannot overestimate the importance of your task. The Orne River Bridge must be captured before the enemy can destroy it. It’s a vital military artery, and the enemy has prepared it for demolition. It must be taken by surprise and captured intact.

Your gliders will land at night, without the benefit of ground support.

You will assault the garrison, overwhelm it, and hold until relieved.

Hold until relieved. “ 

Mots soulignés = mots à trouver

4. Find the right order of the following events:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

h

B

c

d

a

g

f

j

i

e

a. Picture, taken from the inside of the glider, of the heavily fortified Orne Bridge below.

b. While the glider is landing, the soldiers are ordered to put their feet up.

c. The glider is hitting the ground.

d. Standstill of the glider in front of the bridge.

e. Soldiers silently coming out of the glider, their weapons ready.

f. First fire exchange between the British and the Germans.

g. The British succeed in taking off the demolition charges hidden under the bridge.

h. The doctor arrives from the German side saying: “Everybody can make a mistake.”

i. Bridge taken in only 15 minutes, but with a lot of casualties.

j. Now Major Howard has to wait and hold until he’s relieved. 



	Chapter 14 – 15 – 16 

Passage à faire sans interruption; uniquement les principaux événements à mettre dans l’ordre

1

2

3

4

5

6

D

e

b

c

a

f

a.  The French Resistance has telephone lines blown up.

b.  The German Major General Max Pemsel from 7th Army doesn’t like the idea of so many German

key officers being away at the same time at Rennes for war games.

c.  Lt. Colonel Vandervoort’s paratroopers on a plane, their crickets in their hands, ready for

jumping in the neighbourhood of Sainte Mère Eglise 

d.  Caen: 01.07 hours: Germans firing at planes above, from their bunkers on the coast.

e.  British paratroopers dropping “Ruperts” saying: “ Bye, Rupert. Do your duty for God, King and

 your country. “
f.  The French Resistance, with the help of parachutists, blow up a railway bridge, so that the

Germans can’t reach Normandy.



Chapter 17:    “What’s coming from the sky ? “

1. Ruperts

2. American paratroopers (paras)
(révision prépositions)

	1
	In a French woman’s vegetable garden, while she’s on her way to the toilets.

	2
	In a swamp, right in front of their enemy !

	3
	Through the roof of a henhouse.

	4
	In a well, very deep and most probably filled with water.

	5
	Near cows.

	6
	In trees.

	7
	On a greenhouse, waking up the German owner.

	8
	In the yard of the castle where some German officers were playing cards.


	Chapter 18:  Sainte Mère Eglise

· Tick what you can see and hear

· A house is on fire.

· People are filling buckets with water.

· The church bells are ringing.

· It’s five past one by the church.

· The woman who has just seen a parachutist falling in her garden, has come to warn the mayor.

· A German officer is watching them.

· People are so surprised seeing all those parachutes coming from the sky, that they forget the fire.

· So many of these American paratroopers fall right under the German bullets …

· John Steele gets stuck on the church tower, and legend says that he became deaf.

· One parachutist is falling inside the burning house.

· There’s the constant sound of gunfire.

· The scene is a real slaughter and seems a nightmare.

              Phrases insérées dans la fiche élève, mais non figurant dans le film

  The Germans are helping filling buckets with water.

  The mayor is phoning.

  John Steele is taking his cricket out of his coat pocket.

  We can hear the firemen arriving.

  The mayor is screaming: “ hurry up, hide quickly. “

  The sun’s shining.

  The church is starting to burn too.




Chapter 19 

Aucun exercice jusqu’au passage avec le Général Théodore Roosevelt (acteur Henry Fonda)

· Major Werner Pluskat arriving with his dog at his bunker on the coast; sea is calm.

· American paratrooper using his cricket, but shot because a German soldier prepared his rifle in two “clicks”.

· 101 and 82nd divisions meet.

· Major Pluskat signals planes flying to Caen, and over Cherbourg; beaches still clear !

· Lt. Colonel Vandervoort’s ankle is broken; all companies are scattered all over, 5 miles from the drop zone.

· The German Major general Max Pemsel is convinced that the Invasion has begun and phones Günther Blumentritt. But another German general still thinks it’s a diversionary attack and not the main manoeuvre which will take place at the Pas-de-Calais area.  Places are shown on a huge map. They need the Führer’s approval to move up the reserve panzers.

· 2 exercises:

· grid about Dunkirk  -  Dieppe  -  Norway

· General Theodore Roosevelt (actor Henry Fonda)  Wrong statements to be corrected:

  He’s a colonel in the British Navy.                                     general  -  American

  His father is President of the United States of America.      was  Theodore Roosevelt from 1901 to 1909

  He wants to wait aboard for his division’s return.               to go ashore with his division 

  His division is going to land on Gold beach.                       Utah 

  His request is denied.                                                        Request reluctantly approved

  He suffers from severe headaches.                                    Arthritis    

· La suite, jusqu’aux passages successifs des 5 plages, sans interruption avec des vrai – faux, pour les moments clé.

	                                     Chapter 20 – 21 - 22

                 Are these statements, in order of the events, right or wrong ?

· Philippe Kieffer is the Commander of the French troops.  (Right)

· Hitler wants to be woken up as soon as the invasion has started. (Wrong)
· General Günther Blumentritt is furious against the Führer.  (Right)

· He says: “I sometimes wonder whose side God is on. “   (Right)

· These words were also said by the Supreme Allied Commander Eisenhower.  Wrong, by Vandervoort

· It’s silence before the storm, when Major Werner Pluskat is watching with his binoculars the smooth sea.   (Right)

· As soon as ships appear at the horizon, we can hear Beethoven’s 5th Symphony.  (Right)

·  The man aboard a ship, with glasses is General Omar Bradley, Us 2nd Army.  Wrong: 1st
· The Invasion has started.  (Right)



· Suivent les plages les unes après les autres:  chapter 23 à 26

· Omaha  06.32 hours

· Utah, where Theodore Roosevelt landed by mistake because of a navigation error

· Gold + Juno, 06.49 hours; the 2 German pilots dive towards this beach

· Sword, 06.53 hours; Scottish Division:

· Bagpipe + songs “Blue Bonnet”

· Men wearing kilts

· Scottish accent; Flanagan = Sean Connery

· Names: Millin – Duncan – Clough

	Beach
	Time
	Characters
	Event that impressed you most

	Omaha
	06.32
	General Norman Cota
	

	Utah
	06.44
	General Theodore Roosevelt
	

	Gold – Juno
	06.49
	
	

	Sword
	06.53
	Lord Lovat

Captain Colin Maud and his dog; beach master Royal Navy;

Scottish Division
	


	                        Chapter 27 à 33: put these events in the right order

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

3

7

4

5

6

2

8

1. The Mayor of Colleville-sur-Orne (Bourvil) welcoming the soldiers on Sword Beach with a bottle of champagne.  Chapter 27
2. Germans attacked by planes.  Chapter 28

3. At his wife’s birthday, Rommel hears about the Invasion in Normandy.  Chapter 29
4. US Rangers have to climb the cliffs of Pointe du Hoc with ropes, under heavy fire from above, as the Germans outman the Rangers three to one.   Chapter 30
5. Once at the top, they discover that the bunker is empty !     Chapter 30
6. The Führer is awake ….  Chapter 31
7. Lord Lovat and his Division arrive at last at Pegasus Bridge, where Major John Howard is still waiting for reinforcements, still reminding his superior’s words “Hold until relieved”.  Chapter 32
8. Lt. Colonel Vandervoort, on a stretcher because of his broken ankle, and his men are now very close to their final destination: Sainte Mère Eglise.  Chapter 33



	Chapter 34:  Ouistreham    Complete

1. Place of action :  at Ouistreham
2. Where exactly is it ?  centre of town – at the casino and near the canal
3. Nationality of troops:  French
4. Name of Commander:  Kieffer
5. Winner:  French
6. How exactly did they win ?  with the help of a tank fetched by Kieffer


	Chapter 35  Complete the grid

Place

Characters

Sentences to be completed
1

German HQ

Rommel’s staff

“ If we can hold them on the beaches, the Invasion will collapse. “

2

Omaha

General Norman Cota, with a cigar

(Robert Mitchum)

“ Only two kinds of people are going (gonna) to stay on this beach, those that are already dead, and those that will die. “

· 2 formes du futur 




Chapter 36:

· British HQ again: bad reports from Omaha
· German HQ again: General Max Pemsel, waiting for support of Panzer reserves. He’s going to Normandy.  
	Chapter 37

1. Place of action:  Ste. Mère Eglise
2. Justification:  church – John Steele – parachutists in trees
3. Find the right order of the events:
      1 =  C    2 =  B     3 =  D   4 =  A                  

a. John Steele, with a hurt foot, has become deaf, because of the church bell which had been ringing for ten hours.

b. Lt. Colonel Vandervoort is arriving on a stretcher with his 82nd Airborne.

c. The Colonel orders his soldiers to take down the dead bodies of the parachutists still hanging in the trees.

d. With the help of Major Lance, the village is now captured by the division.




	Chapter 38    Correct these wrong statements

1. The action takes place at the German HQ.     Allies’
2. Roosevelt and his commandos have reached the Seine bridge.    Lovat  -  Orne
3. Bayeux captured by Units of the 101 Airborne.         St. Mère Eglise  -  82nd
4. 82nd Airborne driving on Sword.           101  -  Utah
5. There are still problems at Gold.        Omaha
6. General Norman Cota has promoted Fuller from Lieutenant to Sergeant.         Sergeant to Lt.
7. They succeed in blowing up the British bunker on top of the hill.          German
8. Finally they can leave the village and move inland.           Beach
           

	Chapter 39:  The beginning of the end

1. Gap-fill exercise:

burning  -  carrying  -  heard  -  of  -  left  -  must (2x)  -  right  -  Some  -  standing  -  stick  -  takes  -  where  
On the left we can see the back of a man with a stick in his right hand, so it must be General Erick Marcks; he’s standing in front of a huge map, representing the areas where the invasion takes place.

Some German officers are burning papers in the fireplace. Others are carrying suitcases.

Only words are heard: “We must leave, Herr General, the main highway is under aerial attack. “

  Grammar: les 2 valeurs de MUST:  1 = déduction  2 = obligation

2. In this last scene, three characters we’ve already met, come together. Complete the grid

Nationality

Remember ?

British

RAF pilot

Injured

German

He got his boots on the wrong feet

Dead

American

Lost

3. Describe the last picture:  Helmet of an American soldier on the left-hand side of the screen; the title of the film on the right.
4. Remember having already seen this last picture ?

The same picture as at the beginning of the film.




	Credits

1. Write these past participles in the right place

   arranged  -  based  -  composed  -  conducted  -  directed  -  

   produced  -  written  

· Directed  by three directors

· Produced by Darryl Zanuck
· screenplay  written  by C. Ryan,  based  on his book
· music  composed  by Paul Anka,
· arranged    by  Mitch Miller,

                (    conducted  by  Maurice Jarre
2. Listen to Paul Anka’s song and complete it.

Many men came here as soldiers                                   

Many men will pass this way                                     Filled with hopes and filled with fears    

Many men will count the hours                                 Filled with blood and sweat and tears  (W. Churchill !)

As they live the longest day.                                     Many men the mighty thousands

Many men are tired and weary                                  Many men to victory

Many men are here to stay                                        Marching on, right into battle

Many men won’t see the sunset                                 In the longest day in history.  

When it ends the longest day.

The longest day, the longest day

This will be the longest day


