
Roald Dahl  « The Butler »


Test de lecture
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NAME:
……………………………………………………………

Date:

…………………………………………………….

A.  Global comprehension:
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· The characters are:

· Mr and Mrs Cleaver, Monsieur Estragon, an English butler called Tibbs and a French chef called 

        Mouton-Rothschild

· a rich English couple, their dinner guests and their domestic staff

· an American couple and their relatives

· a butler, a French chef and a restaurant owner

· a horrible nouveau riche millionaire, his wife and their children’s governess

· What exactly did Mr Cleaver do while “climbing the social ladder” ?         Tick the right propositions

(  bought an elegant house 
  (  settled in a London suburb
                    (  acquired an American butler

(  bought a French restaurant
  (  became a bank manager
                    (  organised dinner parties

(  employed two experts
  (  filled his cellar with expensive wines         (  learned to speak French

(  read a lot about wines
  (  learned a lot about tasting wines
         (  instructed his wife too

(  considered himself an expert on wine             (  married his eldest daughter to a French “château” owner

(  bought a second house near Bordeaux           (  offered very famous châteaux to his guests  

B.  Detailed comprehension:   Answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper
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1.    Which two things did the butler advise his master to do to make his dinner parties come off ?

2.    But what exactly was the butler’s trick ?
3.  Why did he do that ?

4. Tell the end of the story in 2 or 3 sentences.

5. Who do you feel more sympathy for ? For the butler or his employer ?  Justify your opinion.

C. Vocabulary:   crossword
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	                     ACROSS   (
3   evening meal             

4   unable to speak (adj)

7   things you eat          

8   head manservant

9   Lafite, Latour and Margaux are famous Bordeaux ones

                  DOWN     (
1 acid liquor used in salad-dressing

2 someone invited for a meal

4 adjective of country south of France

5 synonym for “head cook”

6 wine is kept in them but after drinking they are empty
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