Roald  DAHL  « The BUTLER »

· Characters:

· Mr and Mrs George Cleaver = “nouveaux riches”

· M. TIBB, the English butler

· M. Estragon, the French chef (cook)

· Dinner guests

Place of action:  “elegant London house, belonging to Mr and Mrs Cleaver

Summary:

1. Once a millionaire, George Cleaver bought an elegant house in London.

2. M. Tibb and Estragon became his employees.

3. Mr Cleaver began to give dinner parties to climb the social ladder.

4. In spite of the perfect food and service, these dinner parties didn’t come off (weren’t successful)

5. The butler advised his employer to serve wine as superb as the food, instead of the horrible red Spanish wine which he used to serve.

6. The butler advised the greatest Bordeaux châteaux from the best years.

7. Mr. Cleaver allowed the butler to buy the most expensive and rare wines.

8. The butler succeeded in finding some 29s and 45s.

9. Little by little the butler taught Mr. Cleaver how to taste wine properly.

10.   Mr Cleaver became more and more enthusiastic and after some time considered himself     an expert on wine.

11.   But nevertheless the guests didn’t seem to appreciate those excellent wines and the dinner parties stayed as boring as before.

12.   Mr Cleaver wondered why and the butler explained to him that wine and vinegar are enemies.

13.   Also the butler advised to prepare salad-dressing with pure olive oil instead of vinegar.

14.   One night, Mr Cleaver made fun of his butler in front of his guests.

15.   That was the moment when the butler decided to tell the truth.

16.   The butler explained that according to him, it was a waste to serve such fine wines, after    a few cocktails and with their salad-dressing.

17.   The butler also explained the trick.

18.   Instead of those exquisite Bordeaux, he’d filled the decanters with the Spanish red.

19.   The butler added that Mr Cleaver’s two experts had emptied the best 29 and 45 bottles.

20.   After the explanation the butler joined the chef who was already preparing to leave.

Find the right order

· Little by little the butler taught Mr. Cleaver how to taste wine properly.

· Mr Cleaver became more and more enthusiastic and after some time considered himself an expert on wine.

· M. Tibb and Estragon became his employees.

· The butler advised the greatest Bordeaux châteaux from the best years.

· After the explanation the butler joined the chef who was already preparing to leave.

· Also the butler advised to prepare salad-dressing with pure olive oil instead of vinegar.

· One night, Mr Cleaver made fun of his butler in front of his guests.

· Mr. Cleaver allowed the butler to buy the most expensive and rare wines.

· Mr Cleaver wondered why and the butler explained to him that wine and vinegar are enemies.

· Once a millionaire, George Cleaver bought an elegant house in London.

· But nevertheless the guests didn’t seem to appreciate those excellent wines and the dinner parties stayed as boring as before.

· That was the moment when the butler decided to tell the truth.

· The butler explained that according to him, it was a waste to serve such fine wines, after    a few cocktails and with their salad-dressing.

· The butler advised his employer to serve wine as superb as the food, instead of the horrible red Spanish wine which he used to serve.

· The butler succeeded in finding some 29s and 45s.

· The butler added that Mr Cleaver’s two experts had emptied the best 29 and 45 bottles.

· Instead of those exquisite Bordeaux, he’d filled the decanters with the Spanish red.

· The butler also explained the trick.

· Mr Cleaver began to give dinner parties to climb the social ladder.

· In spite of the perfect food and service, these dinner parties didn’t come off (weren’t successful)
