KES      -    A) SUMMARY 

                   B) What I find the most interesting, striking, revolting … ( oral work ) 

A) Billy has found a hawks’nest ( = a kestrels’nest) and is very interested in learning more about training and flying hawks. SO, he goes to the local library WHERE he’s not allowed either to borrow a book or to stay because he’s not a member. THEN he goes to a bookshop WHERE he steals a book on Falconry. The idea of looking after a kestrel becomes a reality for Billy ALTHOUGH his brother makes fun of him and his mother is just not interested. AND YET Billy is a courageous individual who, IN SPITE OF  ( = DESPITE ) his family and social background,  will manage to follow a passion. 

B) 

Billy’s mother :  she earns very little money in her job and finds looking after two boys quite difficult ! She’s unable to give Billy the love and attention that he needs. Her only escape is the local pub … She says Billy is a hopeless case and yet she really strikes me as the one who is an absolutely hopeless case . 

Jud : he’s Billy’s half-brother ; LIKE Billy, he didn’t succeed at school, but UNLIKE Billy, he’ s tough, aggressive , quite violent. He’s in the habit of getting drunk at weekends. Billy is scared of him and the only time WHEN he can express his feelings is when Jud is too drunk to listen to him. 

KES : although he’s a bird,  he is another character WHO has a considerable role to play  in Billy’s life. Kes is a symbol of hope for Billy : Kes stands for purity and honesty ! Like Billy, he’s not selfish. Kes gives Billy WHAT he needs most : a straightforward relationship,  hope and love. Thanks to Kes, Billy is able to respect himself ! Billy can feel proud of himself because he has succeeded in training Kes. Nobody trusts Billy … except for Kes ! 

NATURE : it’s an escape for Billy ! He feels free, independent . Nature teaches Billy he can be proud of himself. When Billy takes long walks in the woods, he doesn’t feel lonely. UNLIKE people, nature is gentle. 

SCHOOL and Mr Sugden,  the P.E. teacher : Billy is rejected by school ; his P.E. teacher is completely out of touch with Billy’s needs : he’s uncaring and doesn’t respect his students. He enjoys humiliating Billy : Mr Sugden stands for unfair, stupid authority. The P.E. teacher is a failure who will obviously never be  respected by his students ! Billy will learn about real authority and respect in his training of Kes.

