BILLY 

Billy Casper, a young Yorkshire boy, is woken up roughly by his elder brother, Jud. Jud works in the coalmine and he takes Billy’s bike because he’s late. Billy has to do his newspaper round on foot and without any breakfast. He steals – as usual – some chocolate and milk before returning to Mr Porter’s shop. 

newspaper round : a job for young people to earn some money by delivering the morning newspapers door to door. 

Billy, the main character, is a sixteen-year-old teenager in his last term of school. His father must have left home and his mother and brother provide an aggressive home environment. Billy steals, lies and fights but we always remain sympathetic towards him ( we feel sorry for him = we take pity on him = we pity him ) : that’s why we can say he is likeable.

To my mind ( = I think = In my opinion = I believe ) , we can understand why Billy is dishonest and mischievous : he is a victim ( Ken Loach wants us to see him as a victim of his own environment ) ; however, I find it hard not to blame him for his nasty attitude since he steals a bottle of milk although the milkman is nice to him ! He also tries to make his boss fall down although the old man hasn’t done anything to him ! Billy  pretends he’s lost his balance and  then pretends to be nice to Mr Porter, even if he’s made him fall down deliberately : as a matter of fact, he enjoys playing dirty tricks on other people . ( He’s used to playing dirty tricks on other people ) He proves to be rather hypocritical.
deliberately : he enjoys doing it on purpose .

Watch the following scene ! 

A few hints … 

a) What about Billy at the beginning of the scene and at the end when he sees the kestrels ?

b) What  about his feelings for the birds ? What must he be thinking about while watching the kestrels ? 

c) What is he showing to the farmer ? What must he be explaining to him ? 

d) Billy’s intention ? The farmer’s reaction ? 

