Tex AVERY
« Jerky Turkey “    (1945)

What makes this cartoon funny ?

A. The sound effects:

1.   Music according to the events:

· Fiddle, as they march off as wounded soldiers, after the bazooka explosion

· Special Indian music

· Same refrain each time Joe appears; music with same rhythm as bear’s walking

2.  The talking gobble

3.  Onomatopoeia
I.A.

4.  Play with sounds:

· The turkey-call whistling and calling the turkey  “Hey turkey”

· The Town Cryer, who’s really crying

5.  The pilgrim’s voice which sounds jerky  ….

B. Sight gags:        visualised literally

self-reflexive gag
· 1620  7/8  =  at the end of the year

· Henrye J. Kiser
Construction

· YE = meaning the cartoon took place a long time ago

· Ye Navy Gun Crew, with WW2-looking uniforms; destroyers on the sea

· Ye Crow’s Nest

· Sign: “Was this trip really necessary” = making comment now, as if leaving the cartoon’s story   

· Ye Democrats  Ye Republicans: town divided in 2

· Hollywood  -  Vine: reminding the film empire in the east of the US, whereas the action takes place in Plymouth Massachusetts; people usually line up in front of Hollywood movies
· Lining up (queuing) in front of the shops, because of the “cut rate” ( = cheaper products) in the drug store; especially cigarettes (beginning of tobacco fashion, pipe-smoking habit coming from the Indians.
· Ye Town Cryer  instead of giving the news
· Turkey call: whistles itself with fingers in the mouth
· Ye black market (shop is black !)  black market is illegal, so the building is invisible and only appears when blinds, representing the landscape, are rolled up
The pilgrim came to shoot the turkey for nothing, instead the turkey is selling himself to the hunter ….  promoting the different parts of his body

· Then he gives himself as a Thanksgiving gift / present, to the pilgrim, who has nothing to do to get the turkey ….  The turkey, after undressing, wraps himself up as a gift, rolling in wrapping-paper, cutting with scissors a nice red ribbon, and walking, disguised as a gift to the pilgrim saying: “Happy Thanksgiving, pal”

· Wishbone = horseshoe     bone = meat + wish (good luck) symbolised by horseshoe
· Fox hole =hole in the ground used as a shelter against enemy fire and as a firing-point, but used here as a B&B (no vacancies)  There’s been a lot of shooting around with the pilgrim’s bazooka, wanting to shoot the turkey.
· Each appearance of Joe, the sandwich-bear, with the same slow music

· Bazooka the other way round

· Feather: turkey or Indian
· Dentures talking alone

· Half-breed, showing a sign to the audience “Heap corny gag” ( = plaisanterie usée); the left part looks like an American business-man.  
Half-blood

· Super (man) Turkey

· STOP /  GO : traffic-lights
· End of pavement
· Landscape painted on the wall, and the turkey walks through it; whereas the pilgrim can’t do that, but has got the painting on his chest, and he rolls down his jacket like a blind, as to make it invisible
· The pilgrim’s neck gets longer each time the turkey shakes his hand
· The turkey’s jump in the pool
· The look inside Joe’s stomach
C. Look at the year when this cartoon was made. 

What world event took place in that year ?

How were the USA involved ?

Find all the details in the cartoon justifying the importance of the event to Tex Avery.

fox hole; navy gun crew; bazookas; Lockheed company; Henrye J. Kiser, name written on the ship.

Henry John  KAISER
1882 – 1967


Industriel américain, constructeur de routes et de barrages géants. Il mit au point, pendant la SGM, les jeeps et les « liberty ships » = cargo d’une dizaine de milliers de tonnes, fabriqué en grande série.     

Reversal of situations :

· Bazooka the other way round
(  instead of shooting, the hunter is shot at

· The pilgrim wants to get his turkey for nothing, by hunting him; instead the turkey is selling himself to the hunter

· Instead of having a Thanksgiving dinner, they are themselves Joe’s Thanksgiving dinner

· The pilgrim wants the turkey to crash against the wall; instead he crashes himself against it

