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Teens Fourteen to Seventeen Accepting Challenges



Vocabulary: 

Race = Run = course

Rough = rugueux, cahoteux, sauvage

Overflow = inondation, noyade

Darkness = obscurité

Treacherous = traitre

Hills = collines

In short supply = en rupture de stock, manquant
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Team = équipe

Own = propre, personnel, à soi

Breast = poitrine, sein

Pull = tirer

1 mile = 1,6 km

Answer these questions:

Where does this race take place ?

                                                     (Country)               (Starting and finishing towns)

How long is it ? (distance)

How long does it last ? (duration)
What event is the origin of this race ? 

When was the IDITAROD first organized?

Why is it unique?

The IDITAROD is extraordinary ,  ………………….……  ,   ……………..………………   , ……………..………………. 

Explain the origin of the word: IDITAROD.

Are the Iditarod racers professionals?

Justify:

Why IDITAROD 33 ?

What’s your opinion about Dee Dee Jonrowe?

What happens to the first arrived?

What happens to the last arrived?

Who competes in the Junior Iditarod Race ? 

What happens to the winners?
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Each Iditarod team is limited to 16 dogs ( five (minimum) must be on the finish line.) This constitutes an incredibly powerful pulling machine. Hooked up in pairs, a sixteen-dog team stretches more than 80 feet from the leader-dog's nose to the musher on the back of the sled …

The basic commands for the leaders are "gee" (turn right), "haw" (turn left), "on  by" (pass or go straight) and "whoa." The usual command to start the team is “hike”, “okay” or “let’s go”.  

The dogs just behind the lead dogs are called the swing dogs. 
Just in front of the sled are the wheel dogs. They are very important in helping to guide the sled to turn.  Wheel dogs are usually a little larger or more muscular than the other dogs on the team. 

The other dogs are team dogs: they can swing, wheel or lead when necessary. 

Dogs also will usually wear booties to protect their feet on the often rough trail.
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Iditarod participants


The 79 Iditarod participants have very different professional backgrounds: fishermen, doctors, miners, artists, etc. These men and women have their own story, and their own reasons for running the race.


Jonrowe fights cancer in Iditarod race


Dee Dee Jonrowe, a 49-year-old musher,  began chemotherapy to combat breast cancer in 2003 and continued to care for her dogs with the help of her husband. She received at least 1,000 letters from supporters and decided to run the Iditarod Race. 





                            











The Last Great Race 


You can't compare it to any other competitive event in the world! A race over 1049 miles of the roughest, most beautiful terrain Mother Nature has to offer: mountains, frozen rivers, dense forests, desolate tundra. Add to that the temperatures far below zero, winds that can cause a complete loss of visibility, the hazards of overflow, long hours of darkness and treacherous side hills, and you have the IDITAROD:  AN EXTRAORDINARY RACE, a race only possible in Alaska.


From Anchorage, in south central Alaska, to Nome on the western Bering Sea coast, each team of 12 to 18 dogs and their musher cover over 1049 miles in about 10 days. After the first musher’s arrival in Nome, the other mushers continue to arrive for a week and a half. The last musher is awarded the Red Lantern.


The race begins in Anchorage on the 5th of March 2005.








The 1925 Serum Run 


The Iditarod Sled Dog Race commemorates a historic serum run: 





There was an epidemic of diphtheria in Nome, Alaska in 1925. A serum was needed to inoculate the people but it was in short supply. Because of bad weather, airplanes could not land . So, the vaccine was brought from Nenana to Nome (675 miles), by dog teams in just 127 hours.





The first Iditarod Race took place in 1973.
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English firstname :








Mark : 





    


            


out of 30      out of 20
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The word “IDITAROD” is the name of an Indian hunting territory:  “Haiditarod” 


which means: “the distant place”.








Iditarod XXXIII Prize Money


Position�
Winnings�
�
1st�
$72,066.67�
�
2nd�
$65,800.00�
�
3rd�
$59,533.33�
�
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Twenty-one Alaskan mushers, who are of ages 14 - 17 will compete in the 160-mile distance sled dog race. The race starts on Saturday, February 26, 2005.


The event’s sponsor, the UA College Savings Plan will award $11,000 in scholarships to participants in the Race. The first place winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship, the second place musher, $2,500, and the third place musher, $1,000. Additionally, $1,000 scholarships will be award to the winners of the Sportsmanship Award and the Humanitarian Award.
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