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Classe : 4e 
DEVOIR 4ème
Compréhension écrite
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For most American children, Easter is a time to decorate hard-boiled eggs and to eat the chocolate and sweets the Easter-bunny has left in their Easter basket.
But in Washington DC, Easter is a special day.  The tradition of “egg-rolling” started in the middle of the 19th century. Young children came to the Capitol with hard-boiled eggs and they rolled them on the lawn.
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But In 1878 Congress put an end to the tradition.  Later President Hayes, who was fond of children, offered them the White House lawn. So for many years, children played happily in the White House garden on Easter Monday.  During the Second World War, President Roosevelt didn’t permit egg-rolling. It was President Eisenhower who restored the tradition in 1953. 
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Today the Egg-Roll takes place behind the White House, and children up to the age of eight are invited to participate. They roll their eggs, but there are also a thousand wooden eggs, hidden in the grass. Many eggs are signed by past presidents or celebrities. Imagine getting an egg signed by Bill Clinton, Madonna or Tom Cruise? 
(Extrait de “Reading’, Unit 3 , “Step In” 5ème page 94)

Lisez attentivement ce texte. 

Repérez les mots transparents et les noms propres. Les illustrations ne sont pas seulement décoratives, elles sont aussi là pour vous aider.
A) Vocabulary  ( Match season and feast
Winter


Halloween

Spring


French National Day

Autumn

Christmas

Summer

Easter

B) Match words and definitions (écrivez la lettre de la définition à côté du chiffre)
	1
	Capitol
	A
	The building where President Bush lives

	2
	White House
	B
	The building where the Senators and Representatives  meet

	3
	Up to the eight
	C
	The Presidents before Mr Bush

	4
	Wooden eggs
	D
	To push your egg to make it roll on the grass.

	5
	Past presidents
	E
	Not older than eight years old.

	6
	Egg-rolling
	F
	Eggs made of wood


C) QCM , circle the good answer.
1) Easter is a time 
( 
to decorate a Christmas tree

     




to decorate a hard-boiled egg






to wear a costume

2)  A bunny is
   
(
a lion






a horse






a rabbit

3) Egg-rolling is        
(
a New-York  tradition







a Washington tradition






a Los- Angeles tradition
4) Young children played at(
the Capitol






the Capital






the Captain

5) The tradition began  (
in the middle-age






in the middle of the year






two centuries ago

D) Questions about the text

1)   What is the Easter tradition in Washington?

2) Where did it first take place?
3) When did Congress put an end to the tradition?

4) Why did President Hayes restore it?

5) Who reintroduced the tradition in 1953?

6) Up to what age can children practise it?

7) What surprise can they discover?

C) Décrire en  50 mots et en anglais :
Les traditions de Pâques  françaises.

 Attention pas de répétitions pour faire du remplissage.
Quelques mots utiles : bell= cloche/ basket= panier / hen= poule /
