
Crossword:

Lafite, Latour and Margaux are famous Bordeaux ones  (5)
wines

Synonym for “head cook”  (4)




chef

Things you eat  (4)






food

Head manservant  (6)






butler

Acid liquor used in salad-dressing  (7)



vinegar

Wine is kept in them but after drinking they’re empty  (7)

bottles

Evening meal  (6)






dinner

Adjective of country south of France  (7)



Spanish

Unable to speak (adj.)  (10)





speechless

Someone invited for a meal  (5)




guest

· The characters are:

· Mr and Mrs Cleaver, Monsieur Estragon, an English butler called Tibbs and a French chef called 

        Mouton-Rothschild

· a rich English couple, their dinner guests and their domestic staff

· an American couple and their relatives

· a butler, a French chef and a restaurant owner

· a horrible nouveau riche millionaire, his wife and their children’s governess

What exactly did Mr Cleaver do while climbing the social ladder ?

Tick the right propositions

(  bought an elegant house 
(  settled in a London suburb
                 (   acquired an American butler

(  bought a French restaurant
(  became a bank manager
                 (  organised dinner parties
(  employed two experts
(  filled his cellar with expensive wines
     

(  learned to speak French
(  read a lot about wines
(  learned a lot about tasting wines


(  instructed his wife too
(  considered himself an expert on wine
            

· married his eldest daughter to a French “château” owner

(  bought a second house near Bordeaux
(  offered very famous châteaux to his guests  

1. The butler advised Mr. Cleaver to serve the most famous Bordeaux wines instead of the odious, cheap, Spanish, red wine.

He also thought it would be better to prepare the salad-dressing with pure olive oil and a little lemon juice, instead of serving acid vinegar. 

2. As the wine was decanted by Tibb the butler, he put the horrible, Spanish wine in the decanters and drank the delicious châteaux himself with his friend , Monsieur Estragon, the French chef, of course also an expert (connoisseur) in French wines.

3. a.  The butler couldn’t stand (bear) that his master played the wealthy, cultivated host, whereas in fact he considered him a “nouveau rich”, having poor taste. “Great wines should be treated with reverence”, the butler explained to his master. 

      b.  He decided to tell the truth one night, after Mr. Cleaver had made fun of him in front of 

his guests.

c.  Moreover, the butler wasn’t paid well enough to be able to afford such fine wines. 

4. After telling the truth to his employer, they’d served faithfully, both the butler and the French chef, pleased to have played this trick on Mr Cleaver and also to have drunk such expensive wines, left Mr Cleaver’s home together and for ever.

5. I feel more sympathy for …

