COLLOQUIAL PAIRS

1). Choose the appropriate colloquial 'pair-phrase' to complete the sentences. 
prim and proper       to and fro      odds and ends     hard and fast      tooth and nail      by and large      pros and cons      down and out      length and breadth      safe and sound

1. She's very ……………………………………… about everything. Make sure you don't use any swear words around her! 

2. You can find quality beers throughout the ……………………………………… of Ireland. 

3. She believes that, ………………………………………, there is nothing we can do to change anything. 

4. I'm afraid these rules are ………………………………………. We can't make any exceptions. 

5. Now, you'll have to fight ……………………………………… to win this game. 

6. We just had ……………………………………… for dinner. 

7. I'm afraid that John is ………………………………………. I saw him begging the other day. 

8. Their parents were relieved when they arrived ……………………………………… from their hiking trip. 

9. I've been running ……………………………………… all day long. I'm exhausted! 

10. You need to consider the ……………………………………… before you make a decision.

2). Choose the appropriate 'pair phrase' to complete the sentence. 

ins and outs      cloak and dagger      spick and span      up and about      ups and downs      song and dance      collar and tie      pins and needles      sick and tired      bits and bobs 

1. I love reading suspensful ……………………………………… novels. 

2. When I called the computer company all I got was a ………………………………………. The problem wasn't resolved. 

3. She's ……………………………………… of her boss. I think she's looking for a new job. 

4. As soon as you learn the ……………………………………… of the business, you'll be very successful. 

5. I keep all the ……………………………………… in that drawer over there. 

6. Don't worry, you'll be ……………………………………… within 10 days. 

7. It's a formal dinner, very much a ……………………………………… affair. 

8. He likes to keep his house ………………………………………. 

9. Of course all marriages have their ………………………………………, but they are worth the effort. 

10. I'm sitting on ……………………………………… about this job interview next week. I'm so nervous!

