THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST  By Oscar Wilde 

Version courte on tour in France by Andrew Loudon and Emma Reeve
Scene One
Scene One takes place in Algernon’s rooms in Half Moon Street, London.  Algernon is a young aristocratic man-about-town.  “Algy” receives a visit from his best friend, Ernest Worthing.  Algy has recently found Ernest’s silver cigarette case and questions his friend about a mysterious inscription inside it: “From little Cecily, with her fondest love to her dear Uncle Jack.”  After much teasing from Algernon, Ernest is forced to admit that his real name is in fact John (or Jack for short).  He is guardian to Cecily, an eighteen-year-old girl who lives in his house in the country.  When in the country, he uses his real name, John Worthing, and pretends that he has a wastrel brother named Ernest, who lives in London.  His “brother” supplies a ready excuse for frequent visits to London, and when John comes to the city for fun, he assumes the name of Ernest.

VOCABULARY BOX
To tease: taquiner, charrier, se moquer de
To admit : admettre


a gardian : un tuteur légal
A wastrel: un propre à rien, une personne dépensière

To supply: fournir


to assume: prendre le nom de
A) Read and cross the wrong answers about Algernon:
a. He lives in Paris/ London.

b. He is middle-aged/ old/ in his twenties.

c. He belongs to the lower class/ the upper class.

d. He can’t stand living in the countryside/ in the city.

B) Who is Ernest?

- ______________________________________________________________________
-_______________________________________________________________________
C) What has Algernon recently found?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D) Who is Uncle Jack?

_______________________________________________________________________
E) Complete this short text about Cecily.

Cecily is _____________ old. She lives with _____________________ in the ______________________.Her parents are ___________. As a result, John Worthing became her ______________.
F) In your opinion, why does John need 2 different identities?

Algernon is much amused and explains that he also pretends to have a friend named “Bunbury” who lives in the country and frequently is in ill health.  Whenever Algernon wants to avoid an unwelcome social obligation, or just get away for the weekend, he makes an ostensible visit to his "sick friend."  In this way Algernon can feign charity and dedication, while having the perfect excuse to get out of town. He calls this practice "Bunburying."
VOCABULARY  BOX

- whenever: à chaque fois que

- to avoid: éviter

-to pretend, to feign : prétendre ; feindre de

G) What’s the name of the new character? What can you say about him/her?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
H) Explain in your words what “bun burying” is.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I) what do you think about this practice?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Their conversation is interrupted by the arrival of Algernon’s formidable aunt, Lady Bracknell, and his beautiful cousin, Gwendolen with whom Jack is passionately in love.  On their arrival, Algernon agrees to distract Lady Bracknell so that his friend can propose to his cousin, the beautiful Gwendolen.   Their plan is initially successful, and Jack meets with a positive response from Gwendolen to his proposal.  There is just one problem: Gwendolen seems to love him only because she believes his name is Ernest, which she thinks is the most beautiful name in the world.  Jack’s difficulties increase when their tête-à-tête is ended by the appearance of the ferocious Lady Bracknell.  She subjects him to a series of grilling questions about his suitability and family background.  His initial responses are satisfactory, but when it transpires that Jack is a foundling who was discovered in a handbag at a railway station, Lady Bracknell is horrified.  She refuses to consider the prospect of her daughter’s marriage with such a man.
VOCABULARY BOX
-formidable: redoutable, impressionant

- with whom: avec qui
- so that: afin que



- to seem: sembler, avoir l’air de

- to increase: augmenter





- a series of grilling questions: un interrogatoire serré

- the suitability : le côté approprié


- the background : le contexte

- a foundling : un enfant trouvé
J) Who interrupts the conversation? _________________________________________

K) Complete:
Lady Bracknell



Gwendolen

Algernon



Ernest/John

L) Explain the 2 problems that the characters are faced with:

· Gwendolen________________________________________________________

⇛__________________________________________________________________

· Lady Bracknell ___________________________________________________

⇛__________________________________________________________________

⇛__________________________________________________________________

The scene ends as Gwendolen leaves Jack in despair, but promising to love him forever.  Jack resolves to “kill off” his brother Ernest by pretending he has died of a severe chill whilst on a visit to Paris.  He will then arrange to be christened by the name of Ernest himself.  He still has to find a solution to the problem of his humble origins.  Algernon meanwhile has become fascinated by Jack’s description of his pretty ward, Cecily.  Having overheard the address of Jack’s country residence, Algy secretly resolves to visit the pretty Cecily by pretending to be the wicked younger brother, Ernest.

VOCABULARY BOX

- the despair: le désespoir



- forever: pour toujours

- a chill: un refroidissement


- to be christened: être baptise
- meanwhile: pendant ce temps


- a ward: une pupille

- to overhear: entendre (par hasard)

- to resolve: se decider à

- wicked: méchant, mauvais
M) List the decisions taken by each character:
-John wants to ___________________________________________________________

- ______________________________________________________________________

-_______________________________________________________________________
