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Giant street bin takes over from doorstep collections

David Brown 

§1  Doorstep rubbish collections are being scrapped with families being required instead to use huge communal bins in a scheme that might be introduced across the country. 

§2  Brighton & Hove City Council will begin installing 3,200-litre communal bins in 500 streets next week – one for every 40 homes. For some residents the bins will be 150 yards away. Once the scheme is ready, dustmen will no longer remove black sacks from outside homes. 

§3  The system, which will leave 27,000 families without weekly collections, is being watched closely by other councils and some towns are already preparing similar arrangements. 

§4  Brighton council has calculated that introducing the communal bins, which will cost £615,000, will save £970,000 over seven years. 
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Times Archive, 1885: Domestic dustbins
§5  Waste campaigners said yesterday that the change could signal the end of traditional rubbish collections, which date back more than 130 years. Supporters say that communal bins, common on the Continent, are more convenient and lead to tidier streets. 

§6  Doretta Cocks, founder of the Campaign for Weekly Waste Collection, said: “[...] People don’t realise how much they value the service until it has gone. They have got used to putting the bin on the doorstep and having it removed every week.” 

§7  More than a half of local authorities (des communes) have already reduced rubbish collections from weekly to fortnightly. 

§8  Eric Pickles, the Shadow Environment Secretary, said that the communal bin scheme was another attack on traditional rubbish collections.  “Across the country, councils are being forced to cut back on rubbish collections,[...] council tax goes up year on year, with new bin taxes on top [...].  People must fork out a fortune in council tax under this Government. [...]

§9  Communal bins are already used in blocks of flats and some inner-city areas, including parts of Westminster and Edinburgh. But campaigners believe that the Brighton scheme will be used as a trial for a much wider use. 

§10  Hastings and St Leonards, in East Sussex, has said that the bins could be introduced in some areas this summer. Brighton & Hove council says that Cardiff has sought advice on the scheme. The new bins were being introduced after a successful trial that began in 2004, it said. 

§11  Unlike black sacks, which are frequently ripped open by seagulls and foxes, communal bins are a secure way of storing rubbish, it insists. 

§12 The system also means that people will no longer have to store a week’s rubbish at home as it can be placed in a communal bin on any day. The council said that it was trying to place the bins on double yellow lines or on wide pavements, but admitted that some parking spaces had been lost. 

§13  The new bins are being introduced primarily in areas where there are large numbers of flats or houses with limited of space for wheelie bins. Refuse collectors will continue to collect recycling boxes from outside homes. 

[...]

§14  Environmental campaigners fear a reduction in recycling. Caroline Lucas, the Green Party leader and South East MEP, said that families might find it harder to separate items daily and the large size of the bins could encourage wastefulness. 

The story so far . . .
1297 The law requires householders to keep front of house clear of refuse 

1354 “Rakers” are employed in each London ward to rake rubbish together and remove it once a week 

1407 Household rubbish required to be kept indoors until removed by the rakers 

1408 Removal order by Henry IV says forfeits will be paid if refuse is not removed 

1848 Public Health Act gives councils the power to provide dustbins 

1875 Public Health Act makes it the councils’ duty to arrange the removal and disposal of waste 

1914 Dustbins introduced by many councils. Because the bins are heavy, backdoor collection is common 

1922 First petrol-powered refuse vehicle used 

1936 Public Health Act gives councils new power on collection of rubbish 

1977 Bottle banks are introduced 

Sources: Times archives, wasteonline.org.uk 


	READING ACTIVITIES
Get set...
Scan the text quickly to spot the text, the photos, the questions.
 Ready...
1.

a. what type of document is it ? (an e-mail ? a news article ? an extract from a book ?an advertisement ?...)

....

b. From the photos, what is the document about ?
....

c. When was it written ?

....

d. Who wrote it ?

....

1. What is the title of the book or newspaper or...?

....

 2. Use the computer mouse to :

a. highlight in green all the numbers (prices/ages/number of people/...).

b. highlight in blue the words starting with a capital letter (people’s names/names of cities/...).

3.

a. highlight in purple all the “transparent” words.

GO..
Answer in colour.

1. Complete the chart :

Before the new decision

Now with the new system

“doorstep rubbish collections”

in § 1 “ .........

“black sacks”

in § 2 “.....

a dustbin for “every house “

in § 2  “...

“in front of every house”

in § 2 “up to ..........yards away “

 (1 yard = a bit less than 1 metre)

§4 How much will the new communal bin cost to the city of Brighton ?
§4 How much will it save in seven years ?..

in euros = ?...                  (1British pound = 1.12 euro)

per year = ?....
§5 How long ago, and when exactly, did the traditional rubbish collection start ?

§5 It is said that “communal bins [are] common on the Continent” ; according to you, the Continent means : France *?  America *?  Europe *?
§5 Write two arguments that the pros (=ceux qui sont pour ce changement) use :

· (des rues plus propres)  =...
·  (plus pratique) =....
§ 9 Où sont déjà utilisées les poubelles collectives ?

dans les HLM * ?  dans les bâtiments publics * ?  dans certains quartiers de grandes villes * ?

§9-10 Name a city – in Scotland : ...       where communal bins are in use

                       - in Wales : ...

§11 Quels animaux trouent, déchirent  les sacs poubelle :
les loups * ?  les renards * ?  les corbeaux * ?   les mouettes * ?

§12 « It can be placed....any day » signifie qu’un sac poubelle pourra y être déposé :

le jour mais pas la nuit * ?  n’importe quel jour * ?  un jour bien précis * ?

§13 Si « a wheel » = une roue , qu’est-ce qu’une « wheelie bin » ?...

§14 Que craignent les écologistes ?

- une augmentation * ? ou une diminution * ? du recyclage

- que ce soit plus facile * ? ou moins facile * ? de trier ses déchets

- que le gaspillage soit encouragé par la grande taille des poubelles * ? ou parce que les poubelles ne sont plus devant chez soi * ? 

Time-Line

1. En 1297, quelle partie de la maison devait rester sans ordures ?

2. Que faisait-on avec un râteau à Londres en 1354 ?

3. En 1407, où devait-on garder ses ordures avant le passage des râtisseurs ?

4.  A quelle date les municipalités ( = « councils ») ont pu fournir des poubelles ?

5.  Quand a été utilisé pour la 1ère fois un camion-poubelle ?

6. Quand a-t-on commencé à collecter les bouteilles en verre ?

DON’T FORGET TO WRITE YOUR FULL NAME 

WHEN YOU SEND ME YOUR WORK TO :

martine.longhi@gmail.com
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Weekend in Brighton, England
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 Weekend in Brighton, England
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A Weekend in Brighton, Aa

A Weekend in Brighton, England
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A Brighton tradition: the sunset promenade : troll, drink and play along the pebbled shores.

Photos : Jonathan Player for The New York Times
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